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“The net cooling effect of a young, healthy 
tree is equivalent to ten room-size air 

conditioners operating 20 hours a day.” 
— U.S. Department of Agriculture

“If you plant a tree today on the west side 
of your home, in 5 years your energy bills 

should be 3% less. In 15 years the savings 
will be nearly 12%.” 
— Dr. E. Greg McPherson, Center for Urban 

Forest Research

“A mature tree can often have an 

appraised value of between $1,000 and 
$10,000.” 

— Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers

Feed Your Trees! 

Trees should be fed just like your vegetable-
producing and ornamental plants, and fall-
early-winter is the time to do this. Make up 
your own organic fertilizer or buy a balanced 
blended organic fertilizer like: 4-6-4, 3-8-3 
or 7-7-7,  

Fertilizing is basically a matter of 
placing the nutrients where the roots 
can reach and absorb them. 

Nutrients  are absorbed by the smallest 
roots. The feeding roots usually occupy the 
outer band of a circular area whose 
circumference lies just beyond the spread of 
the outermost branches. The width of this 
band is equal to about 2/3  of the radius of 
the circle. 

Make 18  in. deep holes in the sod or turf 
and place the organic fertilizer in the holes. 
Space them at 2-foot intervals. Then plug 
the holes with compost. 

Tree feeding is important.  Besides fall-
early-winter root-feeding, you can do foliar 
spraying at 3-week intervals  with micro-
nutrients through the growing season.

Mulching with straw, pine needles or leaves 
is  also a recommended fall practice, 
particularly with evergreens. Such mulches 
prevent wide fluctuation in soil temperature 
and help the soil hold moisture. The mulch 
can be left on all winter, and then worked 
into the soil in the spring.
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Phase I: Ridge High School - 

Environmental Benefits:

๏ Trees moderate climate.

๏ Trees improve air quality.

๏ Trees conserve water.

๏ Trees support wildlife.  

 

Economic Benefits:

๏ Air-conditioning costs are lower in a tree-
shaded home.

๏ Heating costs are reduced when a home 
has a windbreak. 

๏ Trees increase in value from the time they 
are planted until they mature. 

๏ Trees are a wise investment of funds 
because landscaped homes are more 
valuable than non-landscaped homes. 

๏ Lower utility costs and rates.

๏ Fewer facilities must be built to control 
storm water in the region.

Social Benefits

๏ Trees make life more pleasant. Most of us 
respond to the presence of trees beyond 
simply observing their beauty. We feel 
serene, peaceful, restful, and tranquil in a 
grove of trees  

๏ Trees promote a sense of community.

๏ Trees connect us to our history.They are 
living memorials. 

For more info contact: shadetree@bernards.org

What can you do to help?

๏ Join Us!  Fill out a “Tap the Talent” form 
found on the Township website and 
become a member of one of the 
committees.

๏ Plant trees in your yard.

๏ Check out the list of native and 
recommended trees on the Shade Tree 
Commission website and the Environmental 
Commission website.

๏ Make a donation online or by mail.

Donation amounts: $10,$20,$50,$100, & $200

Visit http://www.bernards.org/ and click on the 
“Online Donation” button,

OR fill out the form below and mail with check 
payable to “Bernards Township”

Name:__________________________________

Address:________________________________

For $200 Donations Only - Print name for 
plaque:  _________________________

Mail to:  Cool Cities c/o Bernards Township 
Department of Recreation, 1 Collyer Lane, 
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Phase II: Oak Street School - 

(Concept Rendering with hackberry trees)
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